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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Office for the indication that claims 20, 39, 61, and 83 
would be allowable subject matter if rewritten in independent form to include all 
features of the base claims and any intervening claims. However, even in view of 
this allowable subject matter, Applicant believe that the remaining subject matter 
is also allowable over the cited 35 USC § 102(e) reference. More specifically, all 
outstanding 35 USC § 102(e) claim rejections are based on a reference with a filing 
date 03/02/2001. This filing date is subsequent to the 11/30/2000 priority date of 
this patent application. 

35 USC 8121 Restriction Requirement 

Applicant appreciated the opportunity to discuss a restriction requirement 
directed to this application in an April 27, 2004 telephone conversation with the 
Examiner. During that conversation, the Examiner indicated that the following 
claim groupings represent two distinct or independent inventions as follows: 

• Group I, claims 1-39 and 49-83 drawn to a data structure, hierarchies and 
object relationships, classified in class 707, subclass 102, 103-R, and 103-Y. 

• Group II, claims 40-48 drawn to virtual data fields, classified in Class 707, 
subclass 104.1. 

In view of this restriction requirement, Applicant affirms that during the 
telephone conversation, claims 40-48 were withdrawn from consideration as being 
drawn to non-elected subject matter. As indicated by the above claim amendment, 
these non-elected claims 40-49 are canceled without prejudice in this response. 
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Applicant also affirms the claims 1-39 and 49-83 were elected for continued 
examination. 

Claim Amendments 

Claim 10 has been amended to correct a grammatical error by deleting the 
word "is" after the term "wherein". Claims 40-49 have been canceled without 
prejudice as being drawn to non-elected subject matter. 
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35 TISC 8102 (e) Rejections 

Claims 1-19, 21-38, and 49-60, and 62-82 stand rejected under 35 USC 
§102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2002/0169744 to Cooke et al ("Cooke"). These rejections are traversed. 

35 USC § 102(e) states that a person is entitled to a patent unless the 
invention was described in - (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent. ... 

Cooke, on which all outstanding 35 USC §102(e) claim rejections are 
based, has a filing date of 03/02/2001. This filing date is subsequent to the 
priority date of this patent application. This patent application, as indicated at 
page 1, lines 1 through 4 of the specification, "claims benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application serial number 60/250,344 filed on November 30, 2000. Thus, Cooke 
is not an appropriate 35 USC § 102(e) reference. 
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prior or issuance of a subsequent Office action. 



Respectftdly Submitted, 
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Dated: 



By: 




irian G.Hart 
Reg. No. 44, 421 
(303) 539-0265x241 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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